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some bodies there is communal representation   I do
not know.	'
 119.	Thank you.    Do you know whether in the
district   board   elections   the   creditors   have  been
exercising great influence or, say, any influence on
the debtors, i.e. the agriculturists ?—No such matters
have come to my notice.
 120.	May I just refer to a few lines in the Govern
ment of  India memorandum,*  where it has been
pointed out that " there were municipalities which
" were   free   from    these    unfortunate   influences"
(meaning   thereby   communal   influences)    " which
" worked only for civic good, and in which the with-
" drawal of official control only had the effect of
" stimulating the interests of the non-officials."  Will
not interest be stimulated in the district boards also
if official control is withdrawn ?—It is a matter of
opinion on which I do not feel that I can express
an opinion, but so far as the ministry of the local
self-government in the Punjab is concerned, it is
their anxious desire that every effort should be made
to induce the district board to assume this resnonsi-
bility.	*
 121.	The  Chairman:   May I  just make a small
correction, because we want to be sure.    You, Sardar
Saheb, very naturally put to the witness what you
saw on page 153f of the descriptive book.     You were
doing it from memory, and you were saying that the
Government of the Punjab said that the inefficiency
of local bodies was due to inefficiency of their staff.
I will just read the actual sentence lest it might be
supposed that too definite an assertion is made.    It
reads thus : " There have been constant complaints
" that the inefficiency of local bodies is due to the
" inefficiency of their staffs."    It is right to add, if
I  have followed Mr. Beazley correctly,  that he is
rather disposed to think that want of efficiency of
local  bodies  is  connected with  inefficiency of the
staff.    That is your view, is it not ?—Yes. sir.    I
may also point out that in paragraph 49 on page 158f
a definite admission is made by the Punjab Govern
ment.
 122.	Rai    Sahib    Chaudhri    Chhotu   Ram:    Mr,
Beazley, you said a few minutes ago that you made
an offer to district boards to indicate their desire
with regard to having or not having a non-official
president, and that in the replies that you received
you found that not a single board in the province,
other than the two that you  have already men
tioned,   has indicated any desire to  have a non-
official president.    Do you know the circumstances
under which the meetings were held at which this
decision was arrived at not to do away with the
official president ?—I do not know the circumstances
in which they were held.    I know the circumstances
in which they were directed to be held, and that
was that they should be attended only by the non-
official members.
 123.	But you cannot say whether those meetings
were not actually presided over by the deputy com
missioner ?—I  cannot say who  actually presided;
but the  orders were that the meeting should be
attended only by non-official members.
 124.	The Chairman : That was an order, was it
not ?—Yes.
 125.	It  was   communicated,   I   suppose,   to  the
district boards ?—It was sent to the • deputy com
missioner to be passed on to the district board.
 126.	Unless the deputy commissioners has sup
pressed the order, which I am sure nobody would
suggest, the members of the district board knew the
desire of the Government ?—Yes.
 127.	Did you receive airy complaint that in spite
of the order the deputy commissioner nonetheless
presided ?—No.
 128.	Rai Sahib Chaudhri Chhotu-Ram : In the case
of one of the district boards presided over by a non-
official  president,   you  said  the  working  of  that
district board has been this year adversely com
mented upon ?—Yes.
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 129.	Who has made this adverse comment ?    Is
it the deputy commissioner ?—No, not the deputy
commissioner ;  it is the commissioner.
 130.	Did the commissioner receive a report as to
the working of that district board from the deputy
commissioner ?—The report on the actual working
of the district board is submitted by the chairman of
the  board.    The   deputy  commissioner, -of  course,
sees it.
 131.	Did the non-official chairman of the district
board express any opinion of, his own with regard to
the working of the district board ?—I cannot tell yon.
The report came in about a month ago.    I have read
the commissioner's forwarding report on the whole
division, and noticed this point.    I have not read
the   individual   district   reports;   that   would   be
done when the report comes up for review by Govern
ment.
 132.	I want to know definitely whether the chair
man of the district board was ever consulted when
this report was made ?—This is a report containing
the opinion of the commissioner on the working of
the district boards of Ms division.-
 133.	Was that report of the commissioner based
on his personal knowledge, or on any report that
he might have received from the deputy commis
sioner ?—It was based partly on his personal know
ledge, partly on the audit reports—very largely on
his personal knowledge.
 134.	Are you sure that the deputy commissioner
made no report about the working of the district
bpards ?—No.    I   am   not.    I   have  not  read   the
district reports.    I read the commissioner's forward
ing review.
 135.	The deputy commissioner is regarded more
or less as a local Providence in this province as well
as in other provinces.    Do you not think his special
position   secures   for   him   greater  immunity   from
criticism than the ordinary president of the local
board secures ?—Certainly.
 136.	One of our friends here put to you a question
as to the fairly large number of municipalities in
which Sikhs were not represented at all.    Now, there
are many portions of this province where there is
absolutely no Sikh population ?—Quite.
 137.	You have been in charge of the Local Self-
Government  department  for  a  pretty  long  time.
Can you tell me whether papers that are received
from districts or sent to districts get held up in the
commissioner's offices for pretty long intervals ?—
I  think there  may  be  some  cases which  get de
layed.
 138.	Have you ever felt that so far as local self-
government matters were concerned, the link supplied
by the commissioner may usefully be dispensed with
in the interests of expedition and despatch of work ?
—That is a subject which is not covered by the
Punjab memorandum.
 139.	The Chairman :  No.    I may tell you, though,
that it was referred to in the course of Mr. Emerson's
evidence yesterday, and I think if you could answer
the question which has been put 'to you it would be
helpful to  us.    I  should like to know what your
own  view  is.    I  understand that the  question  is
whether you have been disposed from your experience
to take the view that the link of the commissioner
so far as regards the administration of local self-
government is concerned is an unnecessary link ?—
I should say that there were many classes of cases in
which he serves a very valuable purpose, though un
doubtedly  there  are  a  great number  of  routine
matters which might come direct from districts to
the Local Self-Government department;   but that
would be merely a matter of arrangement of office
work, surely, to free routine matters from any un
necessary   stage.     There   are   undoubtedly   large
numbers of cases connected with local  self-govern
ment in which the commissioner's opinion and advice
in   forwarding   or   commenting   on  proposals   are
valuable.		
 140.	Rai  Sahib   Chaudhri   Chhotu   Ram:   With
regard to the finances of the district board, the bulk
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